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A on nara ; 2 “ey UNCLASSIFIED 
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 


From tere) Intellicence Division, Eq! "rts. 
WATS, Andrews AF Base, Washington, IR-110-52 


—— 


1. At the time of the first sighting, the GCA team was being utilized by a 
1400th Air Base Group, MATS aircrew flying # C-47 type aircraft for their train- 
ing period time. As soon as the additional blip was noted on the GCA redarscope, 
the Traffic Controller notified the C-47 to break pattern, climb to 10,000 feet, 
try to make a visual sighting and to intercept the target, Upon arrival to its 
new altitude, they tried vainly tq make a visual sighting end interception, but 
this was impossible due to poor weather conditions that existed at the time, 


2. ‘The aircraft was vectored in by the CCA team to the headings of the 
target, but no visual sighting or contact was made of the target. 


3. Reproduced below are extracts of certified statements by the personnel 
reporting this inaident: 


a. Statement of Captein Frank Schreiber, USAF, Bese Operations, 1400th 
Air Base Squedron, MATS, Keflavik Airport, Iceland, Operations Duty Officer, 


(1) On 13 March 1952 the Keflavik GCA Unit wes working with a local 
C=47 on practice runs. At 07152 M/Sgt J. W. Kelly, the CCA Traffic 
Director, reported to the Keflavik Tower that an unidentified target 
was observed on his redar scope, 


(2) After the tower relayed this information to re, I contacted 
Reykjavik Oceanic Aero Control. I asked if eny other aircraft had been 
cleared into this cren, No other aircraft had been cleared. At 07357 
I arrived st the CCA Unit, M/Sgt Kelly said he picked up the first un- 
identified t-rget at 0712Z. It wes first seen three miles from the center 
of the airport inbound on a heading of 199°%and outbound on a heading of 
7609, It was last sven five miles from the center of the airport. This 
observation lasted for approximately one (1) minute. At 07227 he spotted 
an unidentified tarrcet inbound on = heading of 340? and outbound on a 
heading of 750°, It was last seen five miles from the center of the air- 
port. This observation lasted for approximately thirty (30) seconds. 

At 97332 an unidentified terget wes seen on the same headings as the 
O72°% observations, the time and distance elements were the same also. 
At 07452 we both spotted en unidentified terget on the radar scope in- 

+ bound on a heading of 360°and outbound on a heading of 310°. This 
observation lasted for approximately thirty (30) seconds. At 07567 we 
both spotted an unidentified target inbound on a heading of 210° and 
outbound on a headine of 7709, It was Inst seen five (5) niles from 
the center of the airport end this observation lasted for approximately 
thirty (39) seconds, At OF097 we again saw en unidentified terget ine 
bound on a heading of 770° and outbound on a beading of 7509, It una 
last seen two (7) miles from the center of the sirrort and this ob- 
servation lested for arproximstely fifteen (15) seconds. 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 


reom une) Intelligence Division, Hig) *°*"" 


MATS, Andrews AF Bese, Washing TR-110-52 


Airport, Iceland, conducting GCA runs with local based aircraft C-47, 5879. 


(1) At 07122 the undersigned, as a GCA crew chief, observed an 
unidentified target on an approximate heading of 109° in the vicinity 
of the Keflavik Airport Radio Range Station. The terget was observed 
for approximately one minute in a right turn and was last observed on 
an approximate heading of 760° 


(2) At 07222 a target appeared at approximately the same posi- 
tion heading 340° and making a left turn, This target was observed 
for 30 seconds and was last seen heading approximately 750°. 


(3) At 07152 the Control Tower was notified to relay a message 
to the Base Operations Office for the Base Operations Officer or his 
assistant to come out to the GCA unit, 


(4) At 07332 a target appeared at approximately. the same position 
heading 340° and making a left turn. This target was observed for thirty 
(30) seconds and was last seen heading approximately 750°, 


(5) At 07352 the Assistent Base Operations Officer arrived at the 
GCA unit, 

(6) At 07452 the target appeared for approximstely thirty (30) 
seconds in the vicinity of the Radio Range Station, ‘The inbound heading 
was approximately 10°, outbound heading 310°, 


(7) At 07562 a target was observed in the vicinity of the Radio 
Range Station with an inbound heading of 716° and an outbound heading of 
270° for 15 seconds, 


(@) At o8097 a terget was observed in the vicinity of the Radio 
Range Station with an inbound heading of 990° and en outbound heading of 


250° for 30 seconds. 


(9) The undersigned broadcast descent and holding instructions on 
the following VHF freqrencies: 118.1, 371.5, 176.16, 136.8; ond on EF 
frequencies 3195 and 4720. No answer was received to any of these trars- 
missions. - 


(10) The radar scopes were ronitoréd until 0930Z and no other un- 
identified tergets vere observed, 


ent of Clyde B, Knipfer, AD - FO3221, Captain USAF Tase 
vik Airport, Iceland, pilot of the C-47 aircraft. 


i hile 
the GCA man reported another alrplene in the vicinity of 0 
turning over the range station. A few minutes later he stated that there 
weren't any airplanes reported in the vicinity, that he had checked with 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 


mound) Intelligence Division, Ha 
MATS, Andrews AF Base, Vashingt 
25,D. 6. 


the tower on this. He rerorted it several more times'as showing up 
in his scope, so we kept our eyes open for this unidentified aircraft 
Around 0747 we broke off our practice runs und clinbed up to eround 
3508 feet still keeping our eyes open for this other aircraft, I 
went back to the navigator's table to fill out the Form 1. A fow min- 
utes later Capt, Hartsch called me to come back up and to listen on 
the earphones. ‘hen I placed them on my ears I heard the GCA man or 
operator describing the speed that this airplane or whatever it was 
hed just travelled across his scope. He stated that he had clocked 
F-26's on speed runs on radarscope and he knew their speed was.over 

- 700. mph. and more, and that this object that had just gone across 

his scope was much faster than the &6's he had clocked. Cept. Harsch 
and myself then took the C-47 up higher trying to get above the top 
layer of clouds to try to see if we could see anything. ‘“e climbed es 
high es 10,000 ft. tut the upper cloud layer was still a few thousend 
feet above us, so we levelled off. We flew around at this altitude 
for ten to fifteen minutes in the vicinity of the range station but we 
observed nothing. ‘ve then let down and landed. 


Comments of the Prepsring Officer: 


1. This incident was first reported on CIFVIS report DIG 1370402, from Base 
Operations, Keflavik, Iceland to Air Defense Comvand, Ent Air Force Ease, Colorado; 
Secretary of Defense, Washington, D. C. and Hq MATS, Andrews Air Force Base, ssh- 
ington, with information copy to Iceland Defense Force, Keflavik Airport, Iceland: 


2. The report mentioned above stated that the estimated airspeed of the ob- 
jects was 750 knots and that theestimated altitude of the objects was above #,000 
feet. : 


3. The statement of Captain Clyde B, Knipfer reveals thet the GCA operator, 
with whom he was in contact, stated thet the object crossed his scope at a speed 
much faster than F-€6s thet he had clocked on sther occasions. 

4. No mention of the altitude or speed of <he objects wes made in the state- 
ment of MrSgt John’Y, Kelly, GOA crew chief on duty at the time of this incident. 
The absence of inforretion concerning altitude of «he objects is probably due to 
the fact ehae no altitude information is evailable on the search system of the 
AN/HEN -ic. j E 


+ 5, Gertain radar phenomena celled ghosts or angels, the mechanics of which ere 
not thoroughly understood, sre capeble of producing radar returns which in the 
majority of cases are indistinguishable from reel targets. Ghosts or angels usually 
are observed in radar located along a sea coast, One characteristic which resdily 
identifies a target as a ghost is the terrific speed of travel sometines observed. 
Vhen observed they shovld be treated as if they were bogy aircraft, 
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Re sport contains details of a CCA radarscope 1 £ 
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Adantified flying objects observed by a GOA tos while + 
Fra ties runs at Neflavik, Iceland. 

The first of the eight unidentified objects apwared on the scope for opr ate 
imately ons minute at 0712Z, Tho remaining objocts appeared on the scope at in~ 
torvala of approxinately 11 minutes. Tha last object waa observed for appresimately 
15 seconds at 0209%,. The interval between the first end last sighting was 57 
minutes, Poor weather conditions sxisted during this period. 


A MATS 6-47 was airborr ne in the vicinity of Keflavik while the obje 
on the scope. The pilot of this aircraft was instructed to broak his 
make a visual sighting of the objects. His attenpts to intercept the ch 
unsuccassfil. 
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MSG 43 20592 MAR 52 FROM BASE OPR, KEF= 
LAVIK AIRPORT ICELAND QUOTED FOR YOUR INFO 
AND ACTIONS =~ ia 

"CIRVIS 6359 NORTH 2241 WEST UNIDENTIFIED 
FLYING OBJECTS UNKNOWN} WERE FIRST SIGHTED = 
AT GT22/Z HEADING 199 DEGREES, 9722/Z HEAD~ - a 
ING 3& DEGREES, 9733/Z HEADING 342 DEGREES, F 
Q4S/Z HEADING 369. DEGREES, 9756/Z HEADING 
21409 DEGREES, J599/Z HEADING 2792 DEGREES 
WAS LAST OF THE UNIDENTIFIED TARGETS SEEN 
Cl THE GCA RADAR SCOPE. ESTIMATED AIR 
SPEED 259 KNOTS$ EST ALT ABOVE 899% FEET 
SIGHTING BY RADAR GCA AT KEFLAVIK Arnporr, 
ICELAND ALTITUDE 168 FEET. 139712/Z MASTER 
SERGEANT 3 V KELLY, GCA TRAFFIC DIRECTOR AT 
KEFLAVIK, ICELAND AND CAPTAIN FRANK SCHREIBER, 
DASE OPERATIONS DUTY OFFICER ; 
AUNA TFRF 137997 : Oe assert 
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